Writing Intensive Program

Introduction

The WI committee is committed to continually assessing and determining the writing skills needed by our students in order to be competent, confident writers. It is further our charge to determine if students are gaining the skills necessary to perform well not only on senior capstone projects and theses but also in life beyond the university.

The WI committee hopes that you will see this as not only a way for us to satisfy requirements for assessment but also as a way to assist individual departments with their assessment so there is less work. The ultimate goal of the WI committee is for UMW students to have the reputation of being outstanding writers regardless of their disciplines/ majors.

Learning Outcomes: 

The following are the learning outcomes for the WI general education requirement:

· (Ideas): Students will demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of the varying strategies to convey arguments, main ideas and support/evidence.
· (Organization): Students will demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of the varying patterns of composition organization and development.
· (Rhetorical Situation): Students will demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of the audience, the role of the writer, and rhetorical strategies.
· (Editing): Students will demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of writing conventions and correctness.


Schedule of Assessment

Biology, Geography, Political Science, Computer Science, Economics, and Earth and Environmental Sciences have been selected to participate in 2025-26 WI program assessment activities because they are up for 5 year and 10-year program reviews in 2026-27. We hope these departments will include the WI assessment report as part of that academic program review submission.

*Other departments not selected may also participate by contacting the Director of the Writing Center




Assessment Method

To assess the Writing Intensive (WI) learning outcomes, external reviewers will be hired in the summer to assess sample student writing. The WI committee will do its best to find external reviewers who are familiar with the subject matter; however, this is not necessary. The goal is not to assess the content of courses; rather, it is to assess the basic skills of writing that students should master in order to be effective writers regardless of the discipline. For courses designated as WI, in an effort to a respectable sample, we would like to request writing samples from at least 70% of students enrolled in at least one 200, one 300, and one 400 level WI designated course. These samples can be collected over the fall and spring semesters.

Once the committee receives the assessments back from the external reviewers (each essay will be reviewed by two different reviewers and if there is disagreement, a third reviewer will be utilized), the committee will put together a report with findings and recommendations for the individual departments. 

Submission of Writing Samples

When submitting writing samples, please leave off instructor names, course numbers, and any other identifier.  Indicate on each sample the general course level (200, 300, 400) as well as the department name (Ex. Biology 200). 

You may submit these essays in the way that is easiest for you:
1. Email them to hguhl@umw.edu
2. Send paper copies to Heather Guhl via campus mail. 

We want to make this assessment as easy and trouble free for departments as possible.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Leah Schweitzer at lschweit@umw.edu.



Scoring Scale and Rationale	

	Scoring Criteria
	Limited to No Proficiency (1)
	Somewhat Proficient (2)
	Proficient (3)
	High Proficiency
(4)
	Score/ Rating

	(LO1) Ideas:
Students will demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of the varying strategies to convey arguments, main ideas, and support/ evidence.
	No evidence of a controlling idea; no substantiation of argument; no evidence or support; no references.
	Some evidence of a controlling idea but may wander from the argument; some evidence or support; minimal substantiation of argument
	Adequate controlling idea or argument; satisfactory references; satisfactory substantiation of argument; adequate examples and support.
	Exceptional controlling idea or argument; significant amount of references and/ or evidence/ support; excellent substantiation of argument
	P= 3 or higher

F=2 and below

	(LO2) Organization: Students will demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of the varying patterns of composition organization and development.
	Does not demonstrate a working knowledge of varying patterns of composition organization and development; argument or main idea is difficult to decipher and/ or follow; little to no development of the argument/ main idea occurs.
	Demonstrates some knowledge of the varying patterns of composition organization and development; argument or main idea is minimally evident; some development occurs but not enough to clearly substantiate the argument/ main idea.
	Demonstrates an adequate knowledge of the varying patterns of composition organization and development; argument or main idea is evident; development of this main idea or argument occurs but is not sophisticated to which collegiate writing should aspire.

	Demonstrates a superior knowledge of the varying patterns of composition organization and development; argument or main idea is clear and concise; development of this argument/ main idea occurs with sophistication.
	P= 3 or higher

F=2 and below

	(LO3) (Appropriate Writer’s Voice): Students will demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of appropriate voice, tone, and rhetorical strategies for a specified audience.
	Does not demonstrate knowledge of audience awareness or use of appropriate rhetorical strategies; word choice and tone may not be appropriate for specified audience; slang and clichés may be used. 
	Demonstrates some knowledge of audience awareness and/ or use of appropriate rhetorical strategies; may lapse into inappropriate tone or word choice periodically; some use of slang and clichés may be used.
	Demonstrates an adequate knowledge of appropriate audience awareness and use of rhetorical strategies; minor lapses in tone and word choice may occur within the paper.
	Demonstrates a superior knowledge of appropriate audience and use of rhetorical strategies; skillfully employs rhetorical strategies when needed; word choice and tone are appropriate for the intended audience; is not without a few minor lapses in voice and tone.
	P= 3 or higher

F=2 and below

	(LO4) (Editing): Students will demonstrate satisfactory knowledge of writing conventions and correctness.
	Does not demonstrate a working knowledge of the writing conventions and correctness.
	Demonstrates some knowledge of writing conventions and correctness but the evidence may be inconsistent.
	Demonstrates a satisfactory knowledge of writing conventions; there may still be errors and inconsistencies, but the writing is still clear and understandable.
	Demonstrates a superior knowledge of writing conventions; while the essay is not error-free, the writing is clearly defined and consistent.
	P= 3 or higher

F=2 and below

	Total Score/ Rating
	
	
	
	
	    /16


	An overall score of 11 or higher is passing while a score of 10 or lower is not passing.
		21

