
Digital Intensive (DI) Assessment Rubric  

   

   Limited to no 

proficiency (1)   
Somewhat proficient (2)   Proficient (3)   Fluent (4)   

Successfully 

locates and 

critically 

evaluates 

information 

using the 

Internet, 

library 

databases, and 

other digital  
tools   

Trusts inaccurate 

and unreliable 

sources. Violates 

intellectual property 

rights, privacy 

rights, and/or terms 

of service 

agreements. Cites 

sources, but gives 

little indication of 

having read them, or 

fails to use sources 

at all. Does not use 

any technologies 

relevant to the 

discipline under 

study to discover 

information.    

Tries to select only accurate, 

credible, and reliable sources, and 

has partial success. Exhibits some 

understanding of sources’ content 

and context. Tries to respect others’ 

rights, but may misunderstand what 

those rights are and how they work. 

Attempts to use at least one 

technology relevant to the 

discipline under study to discover 

information.   

Trusts only accurate, credible, 

and reliable sources. Understands 

sources’ content and context. 

Understands and respects the 

rights of other content creators, 

including privacy, reputation, 

intellectual property, and terms of 

service agreements. Successfully  
 uses technologies relevant to the 

discipline under study to discover 

information.   

 Accurately discovers and 

assesses sources, including 

their content, the process by 

which they were created, 

and the context in which 

they exist. Demonstrates a 

thorough understanding of 

the rights of other content 

creators, including privacy, 

intellectual property, and/or 

terms of service 

agreements, as well as the 

implications of those rights 

on content usage. 

Successfully and 

extensively uses  
technologies relevant to the 

discipline under study to 

discover information.   
Uses digital 

tools to safely, 

ethically, and 

effectively 

produce and 

exchange 

information 

and ideas   

Does not attempt to 

use digital tools for 

content creation or 

collaboration. Fails 

to understand 

personal risks and 

rights associated 

with digital artifact 

creation. Fails to 

give credit to digital 

content creators. 

Spreads false or 

misleading 

information.   

Attempts to use digital tools for 

content creation or collaboration 

but uses them incorrectly or 

unsuccessfully. Begins to 

understand personal risks and rights 

associated with digital artifact 

creation. Credits digital content 

creators, but in a way that makes it 

difficult to find the original source.   

Uses digital tools to produce  

required projects. Works  
collaboratively and exchanges 

information with students or other 

readers using digital technologies 

in a responsible manner.  
Demonstrates an understanding of  
personal risks and rights 

associated with digital artifact 

creation. Gives credit to digital 

content creators.   

Uses digital tools to 

produce works that are new, 

innovative and/or impactful 

in the discipline. Works 

collaboratively with other 

students or readers and 

exchanges information 

using digital technologies in 

a responsible manner. 

Demonstrates a thorough 

understanding of personal 

risks and rights associated 

with digital artifact 

creation. Provides credit 

and extensive information 

about digital content created 

by others.   



Creatively 

adapts to 

emerging and 

evolving 

technology   

Does not attempt to 

discover new or 

useful tools and/or 

tool features for 

projects.  
Misunderstands or 

overlooks important 

features of these 

tools, or avoids new  
technology 

altogether. Fails to 

consider digital 

and/or professional 

identity during 

project creation.    

Selects one or two standard tools 

for projects. Uses some of the 

relevant features of these tools. 

Limited independent discovery of 

tool functionality. Attempts 

troubleshooting one or two times 

but may leave the problem 

unresolved without exhausting 

options. Considers digital and/or 

professional identity in project 

work, but may not actively work to 

build upon that identity.   

Selects and evaluates multiple 

digital tools for project purposes. 

Understands where and how to 

search for solution information, 

but may require assistance for 

implementation. Attempts 

trouble-shooting until problem is 

resolved or all potential solutions 

are exhausted. Considers digital 

and/or professional identity in 

project work and actively chooses 

how to incorporate that work.    

Selects and evaluates 

multiple digital tools for 

project purposes. Chooses 

the tool(s) most relevant to 

the project goals. 

Independently discovers 

resources for tool 

functionality. Actively 

searches out and 

implements solutions for 

technology challenges. 

Trouble-shoots technology 

problems until they are 

resolved or a different 

avenue is found. Creatively 

and purposefully makes 

choices regarding digital 

project work to build the 

desired digital and/or 

professional identity.   
   


