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Journalism	Minor	Rationale	Statement		

	
Journalism	skills	classes	are	currently	offered	as	a	sequential	track	of	three	courses,	
along	with	Practicum	Journalism,	an	experiential	learning	course	in	which	students	
write	for	the	school	newspaper.	In	order	to	construct	a	special	major	in	journalism,	
students	will	take	these	classes	as	well	as	an	individual	study	or	internship	in	
journalism	along	with	one	elective	that	matches	their	particular	journalistic	
interests.		
	
Currently	about	10	students	are	in	the	process	of	completing	all	these	courses.	Some	
of	them	are	English	or	Communication	and	Digital	Studies	majors,	who	receive	
credit	for	journalism	courses	in	their	major,	and	some	are	in	the	process	of	declaring	
a	Special	Major	in	Journalism.	Several	students	in	both	categories	have	expressed	
that	they	would	appreciate	having	a	journalism	minor	as	an	additional	option.	
	
Students	who	complete	the	minor	can	be	expected	to	develop	expertise	in	three	
broad	areas	of	fluency:		
	

• Students	will	learn	practical	skills	to	prepare	them	for	careers	in	journalism	
or	professional	written	communication.	They	will	learn	to	come	up	with	
pitches	and	conduct	research	for	stories	based	on	them,	including	evaluating	
the	reliability	of	information	they	receive.	They	will	write	clearly	and	
accurately	according	to	the	form	and	style	of	various	genres	including	
breaking	news	writing	and	longform	narrative.	They	will	learn	to	conduct	
basic	investigations	using	public	records	and	apply	numerical	and	statistical	
analysis.	They	will	critically	evaluate	their	own	work	as	well	as	others’	for	
style,	fairness	and	accuracy.	

	
• Students	will	work	ethically	in	pursuit	of	truth,	accuracy,	fairness	and	

diversity.	Through	carefully	examining	their	own	process,	they	will	also	
examine	much	more	broadly	what	the	news	media	are,	how	they	work	and	
why	they	are	important	to	a	society	whose	citizens	depend	on	the	free	flow	of	
information.	They	will	learn	to	apply	the	principles	and	laws	protecting	
freedom	of	speech	and	press	for	the	country.	They	will	demonstrate	an	
understanding	of	the	history	and	role	of	professionals	and	institutions	in	
shaping	the	news.	They	will	also	study	the	significance	of	diversity	in	mass	
communications	in	a	global	society.	

	
• Students	will	learn	to	apply	their	knowledge	of	journalism	to	a	quickly	

evolving	media	environment.	They	will	explore	how	to	use	social	media,	
secure	communication	channels	and	government	data	to	add	depth	to	their	
research	practices.	They	will	learn	storytelling	using	video,	audio	and	
infographics	and	other	multimedia.	More	broadly,	they	will	consider	how	the	



	
• design	of	news	delivery	systems	and	multimedia	can	add	to	and	detract	from	

the	experience	of	an	audience.	
	
Catalog	Copy	
	
[Insert	after	Requirements	for	English	minor]	
	
Requirements	for	the	Minor	in	Journalism		
	
The	interdisciplinary	minor	in	journalism	teaches	students	essential	skills	for	
working	in	a	news	environment,	such	us	how	to	gather	facts,	evaluate	them	and	
disseminate	them	simply	and	clearly	for	print	and	online	audiences,	as	well	as	how	
to	critically	examine	the	institution	of	mass	media.	The	minor	requires	eighteen	(18)	
credits.	Fifteen	(15)	are	from	journalism	courses:	ENGL	200,	ENGL	300,	ENGL	301,	
ENGL	380	(a	1-credit	course	taken	three	times),	and	either	ENGL	491	or	ENGL	499	
with	a	focus	in	journalism.	Another	three	(3)	credits	must	be	completed	from	a	list	
of	pre-approved	electives.	
	
General	Electives:	
	
PSCI	363,	ARTS	104,	ARTS	219,	COMM	341,	COMM	357,	DGST	101,	DGST	395,	CPSC	
106,	MUTC	100,	ENGL	312	
	
Other	courses	with	relevant	content	may	be	substituted	with	departmental	
approval.	
	
Rationale	for	Electives:		
	
PSCI	363	Mass	Media	and	Politics	–	Provides	a	historical	and	theoretical	
understanding	of	the	journalism	industry	in	the	United	States		
ARTS	104	Digital	Approaches	to	Fine	Art	–	Focuses	on	use	of	Photoshop	and	other	
digital	design	programs	to	improve	web	design	skills		
ARTS	219	Digital	Video	Production	–	Helps	students	hone	their	skills	in	filming	and	
editing	
COMM	341	Communication	Research	Methods	–	Gives	students	the	tools	of	
academic	research,	particularly	quantitative	research,	to	deepen	their	work	
COMM	357	Social	Media	–	Provides	theoretical	training	that	can	inform	students’	
use	of	social	media	at	a	news	operation	
DGST	101	Introduction	to	Digital	Studies	–	Provides	a	theoretical	grounding	in	the	
digital	environment	that	can	inform	their	understanding	of	the	ethics	of	digital	
publishing	
DGST	395	Applied	Digital	Studies	–	Gives	students	an	opportunity	to	work	on	a	self-
designed	digital	project	
CPSC	106	Digital	Storytelling	-	Gives	students	practice	in	storytelling	using	audio,	
video	and	images,	also	uses	NPR’s	StoryCorps	as	a	model	



MUTC	100	–	Gives	students	an	introduction	to	sound	recording,	sequencing	and	
design	that	can	be	useful	for	podcasting	
ENGL	312	Creative	Writing:	Non-Fiction	–	Encourages	students	to	practice	narrative	
writing	and	explore	how	the	art	of	nonfiction	and	journalism	cross	over	
	
Journalism	Minor	Resource	Impact	Statement	

	

Faculty	Resources	
The	proposed	journalism	studies	minor	will	be	drawing	largely	from	existing	
courses	and	current	faculty.	The	chair	of	ELC	(Gary	Richards)	supports	the	
establishment	of	the	minor.	[Note:	Additional	electives	and	special	topics	identified	
as	appropriate	substitutes	for	the	published	list	would	also	be	existing	courses	and	
thus	not	require	additional	resources.]	
	
The	usual	administrative	costs/staff	time	for	programming	Banner,	generating	
check	sheets,	etc.	will	also	be	entailed.		
	
Note	that	the	chairs	from	the	departments	from	which	the	minor’s	elective	

classes	are	drawn	(ARTS,	ELC,	PSCI,	CPSC,	COMM,	DGST,	MUTC)	have	been	

notified	and	are	supportive	of	including	the	above	stated	classes	in	the	minor.		

	

Digital	resources		
Journalism	minor	students	can	access	the	needed	tools	and	computers	with	field-
related	software	in	the	Combs	computer	lab	(CMBS	349),	the	ThinkLab	(behind	
Simpson	225)	and	the	Convergence	Center.			
	
Library	Resources	
Because	the	minor	will	be	drawing	from	our	existing	course	offerings	and	faculty	
expertise,	the	research	resources	needed	to	support	the	proposed	curriculum	are	
largely	in	place.	



UMW Libraries – Library Impact Statement 
Program Change Proposal 

 

Proposal Title: Journalism minor 

Department:  English, Linguistics and Communication  College:  Arts & Sciences 

Submitted by: Sushma Subramanian 

This form is to be completed by the University Librarian or the Technical Services Librarian.  The 
signed form should accompany the Program Change Proposal submitted to the College Curriculum 
Committee.    

 

Do the UMW Libraries already collect in this area?   ☒ Yes ☐ No 

Rate the adequacy of each of the following collection areas: 

         Insufficient                   Adequate            Strong  

Print books   ☐   ☒   ☐  
Electronic books  ☐   ☒   ☐  
Journals   ☐   ☒   ☐  
Databases   ☐   ☒   ☐  
Other resources  ☐   ☐   ☐ 
  

Comment on the strengths and weaknesses of the existing print and electronic collections.   

 

Estimated cost of new materials:  none 

Estimated ongoing costs: none 

 

Librarian signature:          Date:  8/16/2018 

We currently select materials in this area. New print and electronic books on the topic can be 
purchased with existing monograph funds. No new journal or database subscriptions are needed 
to support this minor.   














