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Rationale Statement 
Minor in Arabic Studies 

By all accounts in both the public and private sectors, the demand for individuals who are fluent in 
Arabic is rising, and will continue to rise throughout the decades. Arabic is the 5111 most commonly 
spoken native language in the world. There is a high demand for and low supply of Arabic - speakers 
in the western world, with the growing importance of the Middle East in international affairs. Those 
who study Arabic can find careers in a variety of fields, including Journalism, business and industry, 
education, finance and banking, translation and interpretation, Foreign Service and intelligence. 

For a number of years, the Department of Modem Languages and Literatures has been offering courses 
in Arabic as one of other 5 languages. Numbers of students have requested that the department offer 
more advanced Arabic classes and develop a minor. Our Arabic program has been growing with 50 
students in the Elementary, and around 24 in Intermediate, and 9 -10 in Advanced, however the 
advanced level vary every semester based on the students interest and needs especially finishing their 
elective credits. The goal of the minor will give the students the opportunity to continue beyond the 
language requirement and will encourage the students to continue learning Arabic. The second goal of 
the minor will be to improve students' proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and understanding 
spoken Modem Standard Arabic and a deeper understanding of the culture, religious, political and 
historical aspects of the Arabic speaking world. Third, the minor will increase their careers options by 
providing them with the language skills necessary to interact more effectively with Arabic speakers. 

In accord with the Department's Student Learning Objectives, Arabic minor will learn to: 

Identify key figures, historical events, and concepts in language, literature, religion, mythology, 
science, politics, drama, art in Arabic speaking world. 
Interpret, analyze, and compare significant works from Arabic cultures. 
Develop the ability to read, write, and speak in Modem Standard Arabic proficiency to 
advanced level. 
Show an understanding of cultural diversity by comparing the values and practices of the 
Arabic cultures to their own. 
Effectively research and write expository or argumentative papers in Arabic. 

The proposed minor would require 18 credits above the elementary level, and the Sequence for Arabic 
is as follow: 

Required (12 credits) 
ARAB 201: Intermediate Arabic (3) 
ARAB 202: Intermediate Arabic (3) 
ARAB 301: Advanced Arabic (3) 
ARAB 302: Advanced Arabic (3) 

Native or heritage speakers or any student who places above the 202 level will be required to take 2 
additional elective courses. 

Program Change Proposal Cover Sheet (March 2016) 








