
UNIVERSITY OF MARY WASHINGTON – EXPEDITED COURSE CHANGE PROPOSAL
Submit this form electronically, beginning with the first required level of review (department or college level). Each level of

review passes the form and any attachments to the next level when the action is approved.

Submitted by: Stephen Davies Date Prepared: 2-Sep-2019

Department/Discipline(s) and Course Number(s): CPSC 448

Course Title: Web Application Development (currently "Advanced Web Application Development")

Type of change (check all applicable):
Number* _____ Title__X___ Description_X___ Prerequisites __X__  Deletion_____  Cross list**____
*This course number must be approved by the Office of the Registrar before the proposal is submitted. With this course 
proposal, attach a list of ALL COURSES that will be affected by the number change (for example, cases where the course 
number that is changing is a prerequisite for another course).

**To cross list courses between departments/colleges, there should be two cover sheets submitted with the proposal – one 
by the chair of each department with signatures from the relevant College Curriculum Committee Chair.

Effective Date: FALL Semester, Year _______2020_________________________

Current Catalog Entry Proposed Catalog Entry (suggested length – less 
than 50 words)

Prerequisite: CPSC 348 or 350 or permission of the instructor. An 
examination and application of contemporary software technologies 
focused on providing Web-based services and applications. Students 
work in teams to design and develop leading-edge projects. In the recent
past this has included developing advanced data-driven applications 
employing AJAX, PHP, and a database management system.

Prerequisite: CPSC 350. An examination and application of contemporary 
software technologies focused on providing Web-based services and 
applications. Special emphasis on distributed systems that have cooperating 
client-side and server-side components.

JUSTIFICATION (including impact on majors, minors, concentrations, and general education courses within 
the University curriculum; attach additional pages if required). Any change that impacts another Department 

must have a written statement (such as a copy of an email) from the Chair(s) agreeing to the change.

See attached.

TRANSITION PLAN (describe how will students who are in Catalogs where the course is required for a 
major be accommodated; attach additional pages if required)

(No transition plan is required, given these particular changes.)

Approvals

Department Chair______Ian Finlayson_________________________ Date: ___9/3/2019__________

College Curriculum Chair___________________________________ Date:_____________________

Expedited course changes are posted for a 10-class day comment period.  If no comments are raised, the proposal becomes 
final.  All expedited proposals approved in this way will be noted on the UCC web site. If comments are raised, the proposal 
may be reviewed by the UCC and then approved or it may be returned to the CCC for additional deliberation (as required). 
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CPSC 348/448 proposed curriculum changes: rationale

The CPSC department proposes to:

1. Delete our CPSC 348 course (“Web Application Development”) entirely.
2. Retitle CPSC 448 (“Advanced Web Application Development”) to simply “Web Ap-

plication Development.”
3. Update the CPSC 448 course description to be more broadly worded, to be more

accurate, and to draw attention to the distributed (client/server) emphasis in that
course.

4. Remove the CPSC 348 prerequisite (currently one of two options) from CPSC 448.

These proposed changes are due partly to sta�ng limitations, and partly to evolving
changes to our curriculum. Originally envisioned as a regular two-course elective sequence
in Web development, our department simply hasn’t had the resources to o↵er it consis-
tently. CPSC 348 has been o↵ered very infrequently except in the summer session (once
in the last six years); CPSC 448 was last o↵ered in fall 2017, and before that, in fall 2012.
Hence it is hardly justified (or accurate) to maintain both courses as catalog entries.

Too, our CPSC 350 course (“Applications of Databases”), required for the major, has
grown to feature much of the Web content previously earmarked for CPSC 348 anyway.
In 350, students not only design the organizational schema and the queries for relational
and NoSQL databases, but they also create basic Web-based interfaces to them, using
server-side technologies like PHP or Node.js.

We believe that the required 350 gives the essentials that every computer science major
should know about Web development, and that the 448 elective (retitled as simply “Web
Application Development”) can build on this foundation to include more sophisticated,
distributed applications (with client-side technologies) without needing 348 at all. (In
fact, the current prerequisites for 448 list 350 as an alternative to 348, which speaks to the
adequacy of the 350 content.)

The changes should be straightforward administratively. The proposed “new” 448 will be
equivalent to the old one for students who took it in 2017 (or before). And as CPSC 348
was not a required course, deleting it presents no problems.


