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UNIVERSITY OF MARY WASHINGTON – EXPEDITED COURSE CHANGE PROPOSAL 
Submit this form electronically, beginning with the first required level of review (department or college level). Each level of 

review passes the form and any attachments to the next level when the action is approved. 

 

Submitted by: Dave Kolar Date Prepared: 8/28/17 

Department/Discipline(s) and Course Number(s):  Psychological Science,  PSYC 394 

Course Title: Psychopharmacology  

 
Type of change (check all applicable): 
Number* _____ Title_____ Description____ Prerequisites __X__  Deletion_____  Cross list**____ 
*This course number must be approved by the Office of the Registrar before the proposal is submitted. 
 
**To cross list courses between departments/colleges, there should be two cover sheets submitted with the proposal – one 
by the chair of each department with signatures from the relevant College Curriculum Committee Chair. 

 
Effective Date: FALL Semester, Year ___Fall 2018______________________ 
 

Current Catalog Entry Proposed Catalog Entry (suggested length – less 
than 50 words) 

Prerequisites: PSYC 100 and one year of  

biology or one year of chemistry. Principles  

of drug action in the body, drug effects on  

behavior, and the social psychology of drug  

use.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prerequisites: PSYC 100 and one of the following 

courses: PSYC 305, PSYC 372, or PSYC 374. 

Principles of drug action in the body, drug effects 

on behavior, and the social psychology of drug  

use.  
 

 

JUSTIFICATION (including impact on majors, minors, concentrations, and general education courses within 
the University curriculum; attach additional pages if required). Any change that impacts another Department 

must have a written statement (such as a copy of an email) from the Chair(s) agreeing to the change. 

Please see next page 

TRANSITION PLAN (describe how will students who are in Catalogs where the course is required for a major 
be accommodated; attach additional pages if required) 

Please see next page 

 
Approvals 
 

Department Chair____ _________ Date: ____8/28/17______ 
 
College Curriculum Chair___________________________________ Date:_____________________ 
 
Expedited course changes are posted for a 10-class day comment period.  If no comments are raised during that time, the 
proposal becomes final.  All expedited proposals approved in this way will be noted on the UCC web site. If comments are 
raised, the proposal may be reviewed by the UCC and then approved or it may be returned to the CCC for additional 
deliberation (as required).  
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Justification:  
 

The learning objectives for PSYC 394: Psychopharmacology are: (1) To learn about the biochemical, 

behavioral, and subjective effects of psychoactive drugs and (2) To learn basic principles of 

pharmacology and research methods in pharmacology to promote understanding of the effects of 

psychoactive drugs.  However, in order to effectively reach these learning objectives, students must also 

have an in-depth understanding of the organization of the mammalian nervous system and how neurons 

communicate in an electrochemical manner.  While those who teach psychopharmacology are able to 

devote some class time to reviewing these topics for students, they are not able to devote much time to 

them given the information more relevant to psychopharmacology that they must also cover. Thus, 

those students who have not covered neural organization and neural communication in previous courses 

often struggle in the psychopharmacology course because they have not entered with that knowledge. 

 

The current pre-requisites for Psychopharmacology are PSYC 100: General Psychology and either one 

year of biology or one year of chemistry.  PSYC 100 serves as a pre-requisite for all 300-level course in 

the department of psychological science and thus should remain as a pre-requisite for 

psychopharmacology.  However, while students are introduced to the basics of neural communication 

and brain organization in General Psychology, it is not at the level that will ensure success in 

psychopharmacology. It would be helpful if an additional pre-requisite were required in which it was 

guaranteed that students had learned about the structure and function of the nervous system. We have 

three such courses in the department of psychological science, PSYC 305: Cognitive Neuroscience, 

PSYC 372: Sensation and Perception, and PSYC 374: Biological Psychology.  Thus, it would work 

well if students taking Psychopharmacology were required to take one of these courses as a pre-

requisite.  

 

While the requirement of having one year of either biology or chemistry helps to ensure that students 

have some science background before taking psychopharmacology, it does not help to ensure that they 

enter the course with knowledge of any specific content.  If half of the class has taken biology and half 

of the class has taken chemistry (which does not cover neural organization or neural communication), 

then the professor cannot make any assumptions that the entire class has been exposed to the necessary 

content. Thus, removing this requirement of either one year of Biology or one year of Chemistry in 

favor of PSYC 305, 372, or 374 would be more effective. Removing the pre-requisite of one year of 

biology or one year of chemistry should have minimal impact on either of those departments as it is 

unlikely that enrollment in those courses should change in any way based on this change in pre-

requisites.   

 

Psychopharmacology is a required course for the Neuroscience minor.  However, Cognitive 

Neuroscience (PSYC 305) and Biological Psychology (PSYC 374) are also required for the 

Neuroscience minor, so any student completing the minor would need to complete all three of these 

courses eventually.  Changing the pre-requisite for Psychopharmacology simply means students would 

need to make sure they took one of these courses before 394. The department will make sure to offer the 

courses in such a way so that students in the Neuroscience minor can take the pre-requisite prior to 

Psychopharmacology to ensure that students will be able to meet the requirement.  

 

Transition plan: 
 

This change would most likely affect senior students in the 2018 – 2019 year wishing to take 

Psychopharmacology who have not yet taken one of the new pre-requisite courses. Once this change is 

approved by the Curriculum Committee, the Psychological Science department Chair will email all 

Psychology majors and Neuroscience minors to let them know that they need to take one of the pre-
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requisites prior to taking Psychopharmacology and the department will offer Psychopharmacology in 

the second semester of the 2018-19 academic year. If a situation arises where a senior needs to take 

Psychopharmacology to satisfy a degree requirement but due to scheduling cannot make take a pre-

requisite on time, then for the 2018-19 academic year s/he will be allowed to take the pre-requisite as a 

co-requisite  

 

 

Supporting Letters: 

 

Since Biology and Chemistry are currently pre-reqs for Psychopharmacology, I informed the Chairs of 

each department about our plans and below are copies of emails indicating they are fine with the 

changes we are making. 

 

BIOLOGY 
From: Dave Kolar (dkolar)  

Sent: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:21 AM 

To: Lynn Lewis (llewis) <llewis@umw.edu> 

Subject: Pre-req change for Psychopharmacology 

Hi Lynn, 

I hope the first day of the semester is going well.  Last week at the chairs meetings I mentioned that we are 

planning on changing the pre-req for Psychopharmacology (PSYC 394).  Attached is the proposal.  It removes 

one year of Biology or Chemistry as a pre-req and substitutes one of 3 other Psych course as a pre-req.  I don’t 

think this will adversely affect Biology, but let me know if you have any questions/problems.  It will be helpful 

for the Curriculum Committee to have a note from you indicating that Biology does not have a problem with 

this change.  I think a simple response to this email would suffice. 

Thanks and please let me know if you have any questions. 

Dave 

 
Hi, Dave: 

Biology agrees to the changes that Psychology is planning to requirements for the PSYC 394 class. 

Lynn 

 

CHEMISTRY 
From: Dave Kolar (dkolar)  

Sent: Monday, August 28, 2017 10:23 AM 

To: Charlie Sharpless (csharple) 

Subject: Change to pre-req for Psychopharmacology 

Hi Charlie, 

I hope the first day of the semester is going well.  Last week at the chairs meetings I mentioned that we are 

planning on changing the pre-req for Psychopharmacology (PSYC 394).  Attached is the proposal.  It removes 

one year of Biology or Chemistry as a pre-req and substitutes one of 3 other Psych course as a pre-req.  I don’t 

mailto:llewis@umw.edu
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think this will adversely affect Chemistry, but let me know if you have any questions/problems.  It will be 

helpful for the Curriculum Committee to have a note from you indicating that Chemistry does not have a 

problem with this change.  I think a simple response to this email would suffice. 

Thanks and please let me know if you have any questions. 

Dave 

 
Hi Dave, 

I’ve read the expedited course change proposal for psychopharmacology.  I concur that the change does not 

impact our department and do not have any issues with your proposal. 

Cheers – Charlie 

======================== 

Charles Sharpless 

Professor & Chair of Chemistry 

University of Mary Washington 

csharple@umw.edu 

phone: (540) 654-1405 

fax: (540) 654-1081 
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